IS    POLAND    LOST?

day, in 1939, Soviet Russia, self-styled pioneer of
a new civilization and a bulwark of peace, has
taken half Poland without striking a blow, as a
friend and partner of Nazi Germany. But during
the intervening twenty years the Poles had created
and developed a new State.

On March 17, 1921 the new Polish Constitution
came into being. The following day Poland signed
the Treaty of Riga with the Russians, while two
days later they scored a great bloodless victory
through the Silesian plebiscite, by which Upper
Silesia was attached to Poland. In February 1922
the Polish National Assembly unanimously declared
the incorporation of this territory. The seeds of two
future conflicts were then already sown, one with
Lithuania, and another with Germany. However,
the Polish Republic marched on. Her eastern
frontier was recognized by the Conference of
Ambassadors on i3th March 1923 and on 5th April
of the same year Poland as a State was recognized
by the United States of America. All that now
remained was for the new Poland to prove her
viability. On I5th May 1923 Pilsudski again placed
himself at the head of the State and later modified
the Constitution. In the same year Poland became
a member of the League of Nations, and remained
so to the last, though the League had done very
little for her.

All these developments were attended by
passionate conflicts between the various political
parties, between Poles and Ukrainians, between
Poles and Jews. In the course of my frequent
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